
“I want to wash your
feet,” he said to me as
he gazed intently into
my eyes, “and I will tell
you why.” I was attend-
ing a foot washing 
service at the Fraternidad
Cristiana Mennonite
Church in Mexico City.
The man who wanted
to wash my feet was
the pastor and a long-
time leader in the 
Mennonite church in
Mexico. I hadn’t seen
him for more than 20
years.

April 2011  | TheMennonite  19

Reflections on foot washing

by Don Clymer

Do you understand
what I have done for you?

The author (left) and Victor in Mexico City.

Photo provided
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This stooping, bowing and lowering is an act of

humility, an act of vulnerability, an act of love.
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Seldom had I felt such a sense of brotherhood,

forgiveness, love. This sense of love transcended

national, ethnic, cultural and language barriers.


